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“Liberty and Union, Now and For Ever, One and Inseparable!”, Daniel Webster  

“When my eyes shall be turned to behold for the last time the sun in heaven, may 

I not see him shining on the broken and dishonored fragments of a once glorious 

Union, on States dissevered, discordant, belligerent; on a land rent with civil 

feuds, or drenched, it may be, in fraternal blood! Let their last feeble and lingering 

glance rather behold the gorgeous ensign of the republic, now known and 

honored throughout the earth, still full high advanced, its arms and trophies 

streaming in their original lustre, not a stripe erased or polluted, nor a single star 

obscured, bearing for its motto, no such miserable interrogatory as ‘What is all 

this worth?’ nor those other words of delusion and folly, ‘Liberty first and Union 

afterwards’; but everywhere, spread all over in characters of living light blazing on 

all its ample folds, as they float over the sea and over the land, and in every wind 

under the whole heavens, that other sentiment, dear to every true American 

heart,—Liberty and Union, now and forever, one and inseparable!”  

Source: https://lastbesthopeofearth.com/2016/05/02/liberty-and-union-now-

and-forever-one and inseparable/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Excerpt from “The Perpetuation of Our Political Institutions”, President 

Abraham Lincoln  

Let every American, every lover of liberty, every well wisher to his posterity, 

swear by the blood of the Revolution, never to violate in the least particular, the 

laws of the country; and never to tolerate their violation by others. As the patriots 

of seventy-six did to the support of the Declaration of Independence, so to the 

support of the Constitution and Laws, let every American pledge his life, his 

property, and his sacred honor;--let every man remember that to violate the law, 

is to trample on the blood of his father, and to tear the character of his own, and 

his children's liberty. Let reverence for the laws, be breathed by every American 

mother, to the lisping babe, that prattles on her lap--let it be taught in schools, in 

seminaries, and in colleges; let it be written in Primers, spelling books, and in 

Almanacs;--let it be preached from the pulpit, proclaimed in legislative halls, and 

enforced in courts of justice. And, in short, let it become the political religion of 

the nation; and let the old and the young, the rich and the poor, the grave and the 

gay, of all sexes and tongues, and colors and conditions, sacrifice unceasingly 

upon its altars.  

http://www.abrahamlincolnonline.org/lincoln/speeches/lyceum.htm  
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Excerpt from Second Inaugural Address, President Ronald Reagan  

History is a ribbon, always unfurling; history is a journey. And as we continue our 

journey, we think of those who traveled before us… and we see and hear again 

the echoes of our past: a general falls to his knees in the hard snow of Valley 

Forge; a lonely President paces the darkened halls, and ponders his struggle to 

preserve the Union; the men of the Alamo call out encouragement to each other; 

a settler pushes west and sings a song, and the song echoes out forever and fills 

the unknowing air. 40 It is the American sound. It is hopeful, big-hearted, 

idealistic, daring, decent, and fair. That's our heritage; that is our song. We sing it 

still. For all our problems, our differences, we are together as of old, as we raise 

our voices to the God who is the Author of this most tender music. And may He 

continue to hold us close as we fill the world with our sound—sound in unity, 

affection, and love—one people under God, dedicated to the dream of freedom 

that He has placed in the human heart, called upon now to pass that dream on to 

a waiting and hopeful world.  

 

Source: https://www.bartleby.com/124/pres62.html  
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Historical Speeches Excerpt from Second Inaugural Address, President Abraham 

Lincoln  

Fondly do we hope, fervently do we pray, that this mighty scourge of war may 

speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue until all the wealth piled by 

the bondsman's two hundred and fifty years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and 

until every drop of blood drawn with the lash shall be paid by another drawn with 

the sword, as was said three thousand years ago, so still it must be said "the 

judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether." With malice toward 

none, with charity for all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see the 

right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in, to bind up the nation's wounds, 

to care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan, 

to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace among ourselves 

and with all nations.  

 

Source: https://www.bartleby.com/124/pres32.html  
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“Give Me Liberty, or Give Me Death”, Patrick Henry  

Shall we gather strength by irresolution and inaction? Shall we acquire the means 

of effectual resistance, by lying supinely on our backs, and hugging the delusive 

phantom of hope, until our enemies shall have bound us hand and foot? Sir, we 

are not weak if we make a proper use of those means which the God of nature 

hath placed in our power. Three millions of people, armed in the holy cause of 

liberty, and in such a country as that which we possess, are invincible by any force 

which our enemy can send against us. Besides, sir, we shall not fight our battles 

alone. There is a just God who presides over the destinies of nations; and who will 

raise up friends to fight our battles for us. The battle, sir, is not to the strong 

alone; it is to the vigilant, the active, the brave. Besides, sir, we have no election. 

If we were base enough to desire it, it is now too late to retire from the contest. 

There is no retreat but in submission and slavery! Our chains are forged! Their 

clanking may be heard on the plains of Boston! The war is inevitable²and let it 

come! I repeat it, sir, let it come. It is in vain, sir, to extenuate the matter. 

Gentlemen may cry, Peace, Peace²but there is no peace. The war is actually 

begun! The next gale that sweeps from the north will bring to our ears the clash 

of resounding arms! Our brethren are already in the field! Why stand we here 

idle? What is it that gentlemen wish? What would they have? Is life so dear, or 

peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery? Forbid it, 

Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me 

liberty or give me death!  

 

Source: http://www.history.org/almanack/life/politics/giveme.  
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Excerpt from “The Patriot As a Citizen of the World”, President Theodore 

Roosevelt  

I believe that a man must be a good patriot before he can be, and as the only 

possible way of being, a good citizen of the world. Experience teaches us that the 

average man who protests that his international feeling swamps his national 

feeling, that he does not care for his country because he cares so much for 

mankind, in actual practice proves himself the foe of mankind; that the man who 

says that he does not care to be a citizen of any one country, because he is the 

citizen of the world, is in fact usually and exceedingly undesirable citizen of 

whatever corner of the world he happens at the moment to be in. In the dim 

future all moral needs and moral standards may change; but at present, if a man 

can view his own country and all others countries from the same level with tepid 

indifference, it is wise to distrust him, just as it is wise to distrust the man who 

can take the same dispassionate view of his wife and mother. However broad and 

deep a man's sympathies, however intense his activities, he need have no fear 

that they will be cramped by love of his native land. Now, this does not mean in 

the least that a man should not wish to good outside of his native land. On the 

contrary, just as I think that the man who loves his family is more apt to be a good 

neighbor than the man who does not, so I think that the most useful member of 

the family of nations is normally a strongly patriotic nation.  

 

Source: http://www.theodore-roosevelt.com/trsorbonnespeech.  
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Excerpt from First Inaugural Address, President George Washington  

It would be peculiarly improper to omit in this first official Act, my fervent 

supplications to that Almighty Being who rules over the Universe, who presides in 

the Councils of Nations, and whose providential aids can supply every human 

defect, that his benediction may consecrate to the liberties and happiness of the 

People of the United States, a Government instituted by themselves for these 

essential purposes: and may enable every instrument employed in its 

administration to execute with success, the functions allotted to his charge. In 

tendering this homage to the Great Author of every public and private good I 

assure myself that it expresses your sentiments not less than my own… No People 

can be bound to acknowledge and adore the invisible hand, which conducts the 

Affairs of men more than the People of the United States. Every step, by which 

they have advanced to the character of an independent nation, seems to have 

been distinguished by some token of providential agency. And in the important 

revolution just accomplished in the system of their United Government, the 

tranquil deliberations and voluntary consent of so many distinct communities, 

from which the event has resulted, cannot be compared with the means by which 

most Governments have been established, without some return of pious 

gratitude along with an humble anticipation of the future blessings which the past 

seem to presage.  

 

Source: https://www.archives.gov/exhibits/american_originals/inaugtxt.html  
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Excerpt from “Duty, Honor, Country”, General Douglas MacArthur  

Duty, honor, country: Those three hallowed words reverently dictate what you 

ought to be, what you can be, what you will be. They are your rallying point to 

build courage when courage seems to fail, to regain faith when there seems to be 

little cause for faith, to create hope when hope becomes forlorn… The 

unbelievers will say they are but words… But these are some of the things they 

do. They build your basic character. They mold you for your future roles as the 

custodians of the Nation's defense. They make you strong enough to know when 

you are weak, and brave enough to face yourself when you are afraid. They teach 

you to be proud and unbending in honest failure, but humble and gentle in 

success; not to substitute words for actions, not to seek the path of comfort, but 

to face the stress and spur of difficulty and challenge; to learn to stand up in the 

storm, but to have compassion on those who fall; to master yourself before you 

seek to master others; to have a heart that is clean, a goal that is high; to learn to 

laugh, yet never forget how to weep; to reach into the future, yet never neglect 

the past; to be serious, yet never to take yourself too seriously; to be modest so 

that you will remember the simplicity of true greatness, the open mind of true 

wisdom, the meekness of true strength.  

Source: http://www.au.af.mil/au/awc/awcgate/au-24/au24-352mac.htm  
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Excerpt from Daniel Boone’s reflection on travelling the Appalachian Mountains  

We proceeded successfully, and after a long and fatiguing journey through a 

mountainous wilderness, in a westward direction, on the seventh day of June 

following, we found ourselves on Red-River, where John Finley had formerly been 

trading with the Indians, and, from the top of an eminence, saw with pleasure the 

beautiful level of Kentucky. Here let me observe, that for some time we had 

experienced the most uncomfortable weather as a prelibation of our future 

sufferings. At this place we encamped, and made a shelter to defend us from the 

inclement season, and began to hunt and reconnoiter the country. We found 

everywhere abundance of wild beasts of all sorts, through this vast forest. The 

buffaloes were more frequent than I have seen cattle in the settlements, 

browsing on the leaves of the cane, or cropping the herbage on those extensive 

plains, fearless, because ignorant, of the violence of man. Sometimes we saw 

hundreds in a drove, and the numbers about the salt springs were amazing. In this 

forest, the habitation of beasts of every kind natural to America, we practiced 

hunting with great success until the twenty-second day of December following.  

 

Source: http://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/6373/  
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Excerpts from “Mr. Gorbachev, Tear Down This Wall”, President Ronald Reagan 

 Behind me stands a wall that encircles the free sectors of this city, part of a vast 

system of barriers that divides the entire continent of Europe… Standing before 

the Brandenburg Gate, every man is a German, separated from his fellow men. 

Every man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar… In the West today, we see a 

free world that has achieved a level of prosperity and well-being unprecedented 

in all human history. In the Communist world, we see failure, technological 

backwardness, declining standards of health… There stands before the entire 

world one great and inescapable conclusion: Freedom leads to prosperity. 

Freedom replaces the ancient hatreds among the nations with comity and peace. 

Freedom is the victor… General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you 

seek prosperity for the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, if you seek liberalization: 

Come here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear 

down this wall!  

 

Source: http://www.historyplace.com/speeches/reagan-tear down.htm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Excerpt from a letter from Abigail Adams to President John Adams, June 18, 

1775  

Dearest Friend, The Day; perhaps the decisive Day is come on which the fate of 

America depends. My bursting Heart must find vent at my pen. I have just heard 

that our dear Friend Dr. Warren is no more but fell gloriously fighting for his 

Country -- saying better to die honorably in the field than ignominiously hang 

upon the Gallows. Great is our Loss. He has distinguished himself in every 

engagement, by his courage and fortitude, by animating the Soldiers and leading 

them on by his own example… The race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the 

strong, but the God of Israel is he that giveth strength and power unto his people. 

Trust in him at all times, ye people pour out your hearts before him. God is a 

refuge for us. -- Charleston is laid in ashes... How [many have] fallen we know not 

-- the constant roar of the cannon is so [distressing] that we can not Eat, Drink or 

Sleep. May we be supported and sustained in the dreadful conflict. I shall tarry 

here till tis thought unsafe by my Friends, and then I have secured myself a 

retreat at your Brothers who has kindly offered me part of his house. I cannot 

compose myself to write any further at present. I will add more as I hear further.  

 

Source: https://www.masshist.org/digitaladams/archive/doc?id=L17750618aa  
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Excerpt from Our National Parks (1901), John Muir  

Well may the Sierra be called the Range of Light, not the Snowy Range; for only in 

winter is it white; while all the year it is bright. Of this glorious range the Yosemite 

National Park is a central section, thirty six miles in length and forty eight miles in 

breadth. The famous Yosemite Valley lies in the heart of it, and it includes the 

head waters of the Tuolumne and Merced rivers, two of the most songful streams 

in the world; innumerable lakes and waterfalls and smooth silky lawns; the 

noblest forests, the loftiest granite domes, the deepest ice sculptured canons, the 

brightest crystalline pavements, and snowy mountains soaring into the sky twelve 

and thirteen thousand feet, arrayed in open ranks and spiry pinnacled groups 

partially separated by tremendous canyons and amphitheaters; gardens on their 

sunny brows avalanches thundering down their long white slopes, cataracts 

roaring gray and foaming in the crooked rugged gorges. and glaciers in their 

shadowy recesses working in silence, slowly completing their sculpture; new-born 

lakes at their feet, blue and green, free or encumbered with drifting icebergs like 

miniature Arctic Oceans, shining, sparkling, calm as stars. Nowhere will you see 

the majestic operations of nature more clearly revealed beside the frailest, most 

gentle and peaceful things. Nearly all the park is a profound solitude. Yet it is full 

of charming company, full of God’s thoughts, a place of peace and safety amid the 

most exalted grandeur…  

 

Source: https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/1899/08/the-yosemite-

national-park/307403/  
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Excerpt from “The Things of the Spirit Come First”, a speech commemorating 

the 150th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, President Calvin 

Coolidge  

Our forefathers came to certain conclusions and decided upon certain courses of 

action which have been a great blessing to the world… They were a people who 

came under the influence of a great spiritual development and acquired a great 

moral power. No other theory is adequate to explain or comprehend the 

Declaration of Independence. It is the product of the spiritual insight of the 

people. We live in an age of science and of abounding accumulation of material 

things. These did not create our Declaration. Our Declaration created them. The 

things of the spirit come first. Unless we cling to that, all our material prosperity, 

overwhelming though it may appear, will turn to a barren sceptre in our grasp. If 

we are to maintain the great heritage which has been bequeathed to us, we must 

be like-minded as the fathers who created it. We must not sink into a pagan 

materialism. We must cultivate the reverence which they had for the things that 

are holy. We must follow the spiritual and moral leadership which they showed. 

We must keep replenished, that they may glow with a more compelling flame, the 

altar fires before which they worshiped.  

 

Source: http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/document/speech-on-the-

occasion-of-the one hundred-and-fiftieth-anniversary-of-the-declaration-of-

independence/  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Excerpt from a speech by abolitionist Frederick Douglass, August 3, 1857  

The general sentiment of mankind is that a man who will not fight for himself, 

when he has the means of doing so, is not worth being fought for by others, and 

this sentiment is just. For a man who does not value freedom for himself will 

never value it for others, or put himself to any inconvenience to gain it for 

others… The whole history of the progress of human liberty shows that all 

concessions yet made to her august claims have been born of earnest struggle. 

The conflict has been exciting, agitating, all-absorbing, and for the time being, 

putting all other tumults to silence. It must do this or it does nothing. If there is no 

struggle there is no progress. Those who profess to favor freedom and yet 

deprecate agitation are men who want crops without plowing up the ground; 

they want rain without thunder and lightning. They want the ocean without the 

awful roar of its many waters. This struggle may be a moral one, or it may be a 

physical one, and it may be both moral and physical, but it must be a struggle. 

Power concedes nothing without a demand. It never did and it never will. Find out 

just what any people will quietly submit to and you have found out the exact 

measure of injustice and wrong which will be imposed upon them, and these will 

continue till they are resisted with either words or blows, or with both. The limits 

of tyrants are prescribed by the endurance of those whom they oppress. In the 

light of these ideas, Negroes will be hunted at the North and held and flogged at 

the South so long as they submit to those devilish outrages and make no 

resistance, either moral or physical. Men may not get all they pay for in this 

world, but they must certainly pay for all they get. If we ever get free from the 

oppressions and wrongs heaped upon us, we must pay for their removal. We 

must do this by labor, by suffering, by sacrifice, and if needs be, by our lives and 

the lives of others.  

 

Source: https://blackpast.org/1857-frederick-douglass-if-there-no-struggle-there-

no-progress  
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Excerpt from Noah Webster’s speech “He Should Lisp the Praise of Liberty”, 

1758  

But every child in America should be acquainted with his own country. He should 

read books that furnish him with ideas that will be useful to him in life and 

practice. As soon as he opens his lips, he should rehearse the history of his own 

country; he should lisp the praise of liberty, and of those illustrious heroes and 

statesmen, who have wrought a revolution in her favor. A selection of essays, 

respecting the settlement and geography of America; the history of the late 

revolution and of the most remarkable characters and events that distinguished 

it, and a compendium of the principles of the federal and provincial governments, 

should be the principal school book in the United States. These are interesting 

objects to every man; they call home the minds of youth and fix them upon the 

interests of their own country, and they assist in forming attachments to it, as 

well as in enlarging the understanding.  

Source: http://press-pubs.uchicago.edu/founders/documents/v1ch18s26.html  
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Excerpt from President John F. Kenney’s inaugural address, 1963  

Since this country was founded, each generation of Americans has been 

summoned to give testimony to its national loyalty. The graves of young 

Americans who answered the call to service surround the globe. Now the trumpet 

summons us again--not as a call to bear arms, though arms we need--not as a call 

to battle, though embattled we are-- but a call to bear the burden of a long 

twilight struggle, year in and year out, "rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation"--a 

struggle against the common enemies of man: tyranny, poverty, disease and war 

itself… In the long history of the world, only a few generations have been granted 

the role of defending freedom in its hour of maximum danger. I do not shrink 

from this responsibility--I welcome it. I do not believe that any of us would 

exchange places with any other people or any other generation. The energy, the 

faith, the devotion which we bring to this endeavor will light our country and all 

who serve it--and the glow from that fire can truly light the world. And so, my 

fellow Americans: ask not what your country can do for you--ask what you can do 

for your country… With a good conscience our only sure reward, with history the 

final judge of our deeds, let us go forth to lead the land we love, asking His 

blessing and His help, but knowing that here on earth God's work must truly be 

our own.  

 

https://www.jfklibrary.org/learn/about-jfk/historic-speeches/inau 


